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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
applicatioiL Please cancel claims 5 and 20 without prejudice, amend claims 1, 11, 20, and 29, 
and add new claim 30, such that pending claims 1-4, 6-19, and 21-30 read as follows; 



1. (Currently Amended) A messaging method comprising: 

receiving an indication of a call from a calling party to a called party; 
answering the call at a premises of the called party; 
promptii^ the calling party to leave a message; 
saving at least a portion of the message as an audio file; 
recognizing that flie calling party left the message; 

preparing an outgoing message in response to recognizing that the calling parly 

left the message; 
attaching the audio file to the oxitgoing message; 

addressing the outgoing message to a network node associated with a unified 

messaging mailbox of the called party; and 
initiating sending of the message and the audio file from the premises to the 

network nodei 

wherein the call comprises a Voice over Intcmet Protocol call . 

2- (Original) The method of claim 1, fiirthcr comprising: 
disconnecting from the call; 

promjTting a modem to dial a telephone number associated with an Intemet Service 
Provider; 

recognizing that a connection exists with the Intemet Service Provider; and 

outputting mformation representing the outgoing message for delivery via the connection. 

3 . (Original) The method of claim 2, fiulher coniprising oulputting a usemame and 
password to the Internet Service Provider to gain access to an account of the called party. 
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4. (Original) The method ofclaiml, further comprising: 
maintaining a notification list including at least one calling party; 

receiving identification information associated with the call and identifying the calling 
party; and 

determining that the calling party is the at least one calling party. 

5. (Canceled). 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the outgoing message has a format 
selected from the group consisting of an electronic mail message format, a mobile alert format, 
an IM format, an SMS format, an EMS format^ and an MMS format. 

7. (Origmal) The method of claim 1, fiarther comprising utilizing a modem device to 
send the outgoing message, wherein the modem device is selected ftom the group consisting of a 
cable modem, a dial-up nxodem, a wireless modem, a satellite modem, and an xDSL modem. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 
determining that a data connection exists; and 

utilizing the data connection to send the outgoing message. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the messages comprises a multi-modal 
message having an audio component and a non^-audio component* 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising converting the audio file into 
an uuencoded text format. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A messaging system, comprising: 
a housing component at least partially defming an enclosure; 

a network interface operable to form at least a portion of a communication link between a 
remote node of a network and a component located within the enclosure; 
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a call awareness trigger coinmumcatively coupled to the network interface and operable 

to recognize a signal indicating an incoming call j&om a calling party; 
a call answering mechanism operable to answer the incoming call and to prompt the 

calling party to leave a message; 
a memory operable to store an audio file representing the message; 
a messaging engine operable to compose an outgoing message, to attach the audio file to 

die outgoing message, and to initiate conmiunication of the outgoing message to a 

remote messaging server, and 
a Voice over Intemet Protocol e ngine commun icativelv coupled to the network interface, 

12. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , v^erein ^ call awareness trigger, the call 
answering mechanism, the memory, and the messaging engine are located within the enclosure, 
further wherein the call awareness trigger recognizes a ring voltage signal. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1 1, furdier comprising a computer having a hotising 
conqprising the housmg component 

14. (Original) The system of claim 1 1, fiirther comprising: 

a telephone station conomumcatively coupled to a jack associated with &e housmg 

component; and 
a modem communicatively coi^>led to the network inter&ce. 

1 5. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , further comprising a processor located within the 
enclosure, the processor operable to execute instructions to effectuate the messaging engine. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

a computer jack associated with the housing component, the computer jack operable to 

interconnect a computer with the component; and 
a processor located within the enclosin:e. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 16, further comprismg a computer readable medium 
having computer-readable data to allow the computer to store a usemame and password in the 
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memory, to indicate a messaging address for an intended recipient of the outgoing message, and 
to indicate an identifier for the remote messaging server. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the computer jacJc comprises a universal 
serial bus port. 

1 9. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , further comprising a broadband modem 
commimicatively coupled to the network interface, the broadband modem operable to support an 
always-on connection to a broader network. 

20. (Canceled). 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of facilitating unified messaginga comprising: 
communicatively coupling a messaging device to a premises network communicatively 

coupled to a wide-area communication network; 

communicatively coupling a telephone station at the premises to the messaging device; 

communicatively coupling a computer to the messaging device; 

employing the messaging device to answer an incoming telephone call from a calling 
par^, to play a pre-recorded message that prompts the calling party to leave a 
message, to record a voice message firom the calling party, to compose an 
electronic mail message in response to the voice message^ to attach an audio file 
representing the voice message to the electronic mail message, and to initiate 
sending of the electronic mail message via the wide-area commumcation network; 

wherein the incoming telephone call comprises a Voice over Internet Protocol call . 

22. The method of claim 21 , fiirther comprising executing code directing the computer to 
store a usemame and password in a memory associated with the messaging device, to mdicate a 
messaging address for an intended recipient of the electronic mail message, and to indicate an 
identifier for a remote messaging serv^ communicatively coupled to the wide-area network. 

23. (Original) llie method ofclaim 21, fiuther comprising: 
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deteimining that a data connection exi$t$ interconnecting the premises network and a 

node of the wide^ea network; and 
utili^ng the data connection to send the electronic mail message. 

24. (Original) The method ofclaim 21, further comprising: 
disconnecting fix>m the incomitug telephone call; 

piompting a modem to dial a telephone number associated with an Internet Service 
Provider; 

recognizing that a connection exists with the Itxtemet Service Provider, and 
utilizing the connection to send the electronic mail message. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the audio file has a format selected from 
the group consisting of a .WAV file, an MPS file, a .MIDI file, and a .AU file. 

26. The method of claim 21, further comprising addressing the electronic mail message to 
more than one intended recipient. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising attaching a second file to the 
electronic mail message comprising non-audio information communicated by the calling party. 

2S. (Canceled). 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-readable 
data to answer an incoming telephone call fix»m a calling party, to play a pre-recorded message 
that prompts the calling party to leave a message, to record a voice message fix)m the calling 
party, to compose an electronic mail message in response to the voice message, to attach an 
audio file representing the voice message to the electronic mail message, and to initiate sendmg 
of the electronic mail messag e: wherein the incoming telephone call comprises a Voice over 
Jntcrq^tPlrotQffoi call. 



Page 7 of 11 U.S.APD.NO.: 10/714,585 

PAGE 9113' RCVD AT 10/19/20(15 4:57:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Tim^^ 



OCT. 19.2005 4:09PM TL&A 512-327-5452 NO. 3359 P. 10" 



CUSTOMER NO. 

34456 



30. (New) The computer-readable medium of cslaim 29 wherein the audio file is 
encoded in an uuencoded text format 
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